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case.  Therefore, as a reminder:  do not 
forget to bring your favorite jig to share 
before you walk out the door of your shop. 

As a reminder, the State Fair is coming 
up and we (SAW) have been invited back 
to showcase our organization.  The current 
dates that we have locked in are July 26

th
, 

27
th
, and 28

th
.  As a reminder, we will need 

members to operate the booth three hour 
in shifts.  You will get into the State Fair for 
free as well as the benefit of free parking.  
Please check the listing when you come to 
the meeting or notify our Member at Large- 
Judy Wavers, if by chance you cannot 
make the meeting and you want to be add-
ed in a particular slot.   

Please note that we need volunteers es-
pecially in the later hours of the day (4 to 
10 PM).  No special knowledge is neces-
sary, just your love of woodworking and a 
bit about what our club has to offer its 
members and the community. 

If you have something you want to dis-
play at the booth, let any board member 
know and we will assist.  It would be nice 
to have some of the monthly contest win-
ner's and 'show-n-tell' entries at the booth 
so visitors can see what kind of items we 
produce as a group. 

(Continued on page 3) 

President’s Message 

Well it is official. Sum-
mer is definitely here!  
We appear to have 
cooled a little bit prior 
to the heat that we 
usually see around 
the 4

th
 of July.  Enjoy 

the pause just in case 
it changes in the im-
mediate future to 
HOT! 

I hope everyone enjoyed our speaker, for-
mer President- Bob Prichard who spoke 
on the topic of “Pen Anatomy.”  The 
presentation gave us all great insights on 
choosing the right equipment, types of pen 
kits, and techniques for fabricating any type 
of pen you so desire to create. 

Our speaker this month is a compilation of 
the collective membership providing a show 
and tell opportunity of their favorite com-
mercial or shop made jig that makes 
woodworking easier!  Bruce King has of-
fered to lead us off as a group for this show-

Welcome New Members 

Matthew Biabchi John Ebersberger 

Jim Mazerik 

Bring a friend!  Guests are always welcome. 



The Sacramento Area Woodworkers, also known as 
SAW, is an 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is: 

To provide the community an enriched educational and 
charitable experience through woodworking. 

We also share woodworking experiences, information, 
instructions, plans, books, tools and lumber sources, and 
sharing in discounts resulting from volume buying. 

2019 SAW BOARD  

All listed are voting members of the Board.   

SAW Staff Members:  Volunteer members who work 
hard to help make the club enjoyable and run smoothly.   

MEMBERSHIP 
For all renewing members, the dues for SAW are $30 per 
calendar year (no prorated renewal).  Any and all depend-
ent family members, residing in the same address of a fully 
paid member, can join for an additional 50% of annual 
dues.  As a SAW member, you will enjoy the camaraderie 
of fellow woodworkers, discounts from local merchants, 
group buys on wood, and library privileges. 

New Members will be prorated for the year: 

 Term Individual Family 

 Jan - Mar $30.00 $45.00 
 (or renewing member) 

 Apr - Jun $22.50 $33.75 
 Jul - Sept $15.00 $22.50 
 Oct - Dec $  7.50 $11.25 

No refunds will be given on membership dues. 

The club is always looking for new members.  Recom-
mend us to all your woodworking friends! 

Commercial Membership 

Commercial memberships are available for $50 per year.  
This membership includes yearly advertising in the newslet-
ter.  Ads are to be business card size and may be changed 
from month to month, if desired.  Contact the SAW Treasur-
er (See SAW Board listing above left) for more membership 
information. 

Librarians Bob Beckert, Norm Steinbach, Dick 
Grant, Joe Trevino 

Toy Chairperson Andi Brewer 

Small Drawing Holly Lovvo 

Large Drawing Judy Prichard  

Badges Kathy Braun 

Refreshments Neysa and Michael Bush 

Web Master Matthew Burlingame 

LIBRARY 

Books, videos, and magazines are available *FREE* to 
members for one month at a time when checked out of the 
Library at the back of the meeting room. Be sure to return 
the items at the next meeting. 

The new books this month are:  

"Getting Started in Woodworking: Skill-Building Projects 
that Teach the Basics," by Aime Fraser 

General Meeting Program Schedule 

Jul: Speaker:  Favorite Shop Jig lead by Bruce King 

Aug: Speaker:  TBD 
 Contest:   “Jigs and Fixtures for the Shop” 

Sep: Speaker:  TBD 
 Activity:    TBD 

Oct: Speaker:  TBD 
 Contest:   “Something for the Kitchen” 

Nov: Speaker:  TBD 
 Activity:    TBD 

Newsletter Items 

Contributions to the newsletter must be sent to the Editor.  
by the 20th of the month for inclusion in the following 
month's newsletter.  Send to Andy Volk at 

newsletter@sacramentoareawoodworkers.com 

If SAW had a position for official photographer, the position 
would be assigned to Steven Hitchens.  Stephen takes 
most, if not all, of the photos appearing in the newsletter.  
If you like the pictures, be sure to give Steven your thanks! 
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President Mark Mason  

Vice President Richard Fuller  

Secretary Dan Burgess  

Treasurer Kathy Braun  

Program Chairman Open  

Editor Andy Volk  

Member-at-Large Andi Brewer  

Member-at-Large Jim Cauley  

Member-at-Large Bruce King  

Member-at-Large Charles Linn  

Member-at-Large Richard Lovvo  

Member-at-Large Judy Wavers  

mailto:newsletter@sacramentoareawoodworkers.com
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We will see you all at our next meeting 
Tuesday, July 2, 2019 at 7:00 PM.  

Take care! 

Mark Mason 

(Continued from page 1) 
July 2019 Calendar 

7/02 Tue. 7 - 9 General Meeting  
Ethyl Hart Senior Center 
915 27th Street 
Sacramento, CA 

7/06 Sat. 10  -1 Lathe Turning SIG 
Jim Cauley 
No SIG in July 

7/10 Wed. 6:30 - 9 SAW Board Meeting 
Woodcraft 
9523 Folsom Blvd 
Sacramento, CA  95827   916-362-9664 

7/13 Sun. 10 – 1 Scroll Saw SIG 
Holly Lovvo 
No SIG in July 

7/17 Wed. 10 - 1 Toy Workshop 
Woodcraft 
9523 Folsom Blvd 
Sacramento, CA  95827   916-362-9664 

7/20 Sat. 10 – 1 Furniture SIG 
Herb Fuller 
 

7/26 

  to 

7/28 

Fri.   10 - 10 

Sat.  10 - 10 

Sun. 10 - 10 

SAW at California State Fair 
 

7/27 Sat. 10-1 Novice SIG  
Gerry Holmquist 
 

Cool Websites to check out: 

Share your favorite woodworking related websites here!  
Contact Andy Volk. 

Dan Burgess has gotten into making pens recently and 
gets a lot of his ideas from Reddit and YouTube: 

Reddit - Woodworking and Turning: 
   https://www.reddit.com/r/woodworking  
   https://www.reddit.com/r/woodburning 
   https://www.reddit.com/r/turning  

YouTube  for making segmented pen blanks : 
   https://www.youtube.com/results?
search_query=segmented+pen+blanks 

Classified Ads 

SAW members have been coming up with many great ide-
as, such as how to network with other members outside of 
SIGs, or creating ways to borrow set-up tools.  Might we 
suggest using the classified ad section?   

Ads can be run for more than one month.  Just contact us 
each month and let us know the ad is still valid.  Remem-
ber, you must be a member to take advantage of our free 
ad space!  

HELPING HANDS 

SAW has a mentor program.  This is how it works: 

 If you need help with woodworking tools or a project - 
call ANDI Brewer 

 if you have woodworking 
skills and knowledge to 
share - call ANDI Brewer 

Members will be brought to-
gether.  ANDI Brewer will be 
the conduit to bring members 
together.   

 

Free Table SAW! 
This Rockwell Table Saw is in Good to Fair op-

erating condition and its Free!  We will put it in 

our driveway, ready for pick-up.  If there are no 

takers, we will donate it.  For more information, 

call Ted at 916-454-4745 or e-mail  

loisroland@gmail.com 

mailto:newsletter@sacramentoareawoodworkers.com
https://www.reddit.com/r/woodworking
https://www.reddit.com/r/woodburning
https://www.reddit.com/r/turning
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=segmented+pen+blanks
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=segmented+pen+blanks
mailto:loisroland@gmail.com


SIG Information 

A “SIG” (Special Interest Group) is a gathering of woodworkers at a member’s workshop to discuss and do projects 
related to the Group’s interest. Any SAW member or guest of a SAW member may just show up at the meeting.  Times 
and locations for each SIG is given in the Calendar on page 3. 

Lathe Turning SIG  Contact person:  Jim Cauley  

In June, Jim showed how to take a tree branch and turn it into a bud vase for the SIG (see photos below).  There is no 
Lathe SIG in July, but it will return in August. 

CNC SIG  Contact person:  Bob Prichard  

Bob explained how he turns pens on his CNC, which has a turning “A” axis.  The spindle motor still does the cutting, but 
the wood can be rotated to allow cutting from any angle.  He cut two pens: a spiral cut that was done with only one bit, 
and a brick pattern cut that took three different bits to complete.  Attendees could buy pens from Bob and take previous-
ly cut spirals and polish them on a standard lathe, in a manner similar to regular turned pens.  (See photos on page 8.) 

Scroll Saw SIG   Contact person:  Holly Lovvo  

With all of the activities going on in July, we are going to skip this month, and encourage everyone to scroll saw at the 
SAW booth at the State Fair.  People love to see the saw demonstrated, and no experience is necessary to give it a 
whirl for our members. The next SIG will be in August on a Sunday, and those details will be in next month’s newsletter.  
As always, give me a call anytime you feel like scrolling, and we will set up a time to scroll together.  Happy scrolling! 

Furniture Projects SIG   Contact person:  Richard and Herb Fuller  

In the June SIG, Herb showed how he made the sliding dovetails used in the case work on the whiskey cabinet.  He 
made a template in Baltic birch plywood that guided his plunge router to make a stopped dovetail slot in the cabinet top.  
The top edge of the sides were cut with a corresponding dovetail that would slide into the slot and lock the sides to the 
top.  A similar template was made to cut dados into the sides to support the interior shelf.  (See photos on page 8.) 

In the July SIG, Herb is covering the making of the drawer that sits below the shelf in the cabinet and the jigs he made 
to build the drawer. 

Novice SIG   Contact person:  Gerry Holmquist  

In June, Gerry showed how to make bridal joints and mortise and tenon joints.  In July, he will go into table saw align-
ment and show how to do splines to strengthen joints, picture frame miters, and board edges, He will also show how to 
properly drill and install screws - it is more involved than you might believe. 
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The June Lathe SIG was a class on making a bud vase, like the one in the leftmost photo.  Jim started with a 
limb from a tree and turned it down to a vase shape and bored a hole in the top to accept a glass tube to hold 
water.  The vase was sanded on the lathe and then polished using the Beall polishing system (right).  



July 2019 SAW NEWSLETTER Page 5 

July Large Drawing Prize 

CRAFTSMAN V20 20-Volt Max 1/2-in Cordless Drill  
 High performance: produces 280-unit watts out for completing a variety of 

applications 

 Increased speed: 2-speed gearbox with speeds of 0-350/0-1,500 

 Easy bit changes: 1/2-in keyless chuck 

 Improved visibility: LED light helps in dark work areas 

 Includes one V20 20-volt MAX 1.3-amp hour lithium ion battery & charger 

WOW Prize Badge Drawing 

Kobalt 3-piece  

Adjustable Wrench Set 

Husky 16" Tool Box 

Kobalt 26-piece Ratchet-

ing Screwdriver Set  

Klein 6" Folding Utility 

Knife 

Bosch Daredevil 12-piece 

Spade Bit Set 
Nite Ize S-Biner- 8-piece 

Carabiner Set 
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From the General Meeting   June 4
th 

Honorable Mention:  David Chin 
(above) made box with an angel 
motif. 

First Place:  John Landis (above) 
made small lidded bowls of live oak, 
camphor and sycamore with fine 
finials dyed black with India ink. 

June Contest:  “Put a Lid on It” 

Bob Prichard was the speaker in 
June and he talked about Pen Anato-
my and the process of making pens.  
He talked about how he and Judy 
were flying on a plane from Texas 
when they met a man with a wooden 
pen.  He gave them the pen and told 
them that it was easy to do.  They had 
a Shopsmith, and a visit to Woodcraft got them the basic materials.  They used 
clamps and hammers and the disk sander to assemble their first pens.  As they 

got into it, different pen types followed with the attendant required bushings and such, better tools, 
etc., until it grew into a considerable investment.  But they love making pens.  Now Bob is making 
patterns on pens on his CNC (See Lathe SIG entries).  It was a very good overview talk. 

Second Place:  Bob Beckert (above) 
made a wine box with fretwork on the sides 
and a nice wood appliques on top. 

Third Place:  Ernie Buda 
(above) made turned jewelry 
bowl of walnut with a ring spike 
and top finial of maple. 

Bob Glen (above) made a wine 
presentation box with finger joints 
and filled with shavings to cradle 
the wine bottle. 

Chuck Eiferle (above) made a 
lined box of teak recycled from an 
old table with a laminated lid. 
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June Show and Tell 

Kathy Braun (above) made a breadboard 
out of the “scraps” from around her shop left 
from intarsia projects.  She also turned a 
banksia pod into a votive candle holder. 

Bruce King (above) had 
a need in the shop which 
lead to a project which he 
showed here:  a paper 
towel holder with a red-
wood base. 

Andy Volk (above left) a pen he recently made that in-
cludes a Celtic knot in the design.  His pens are also 
shown above right, including a new all-wood “wand”  
(no visible metal bits when the pen is retracted) with an 
ebony tip and a rosewood handle. 

Dan Burgess (above left) holds a kit for a child’s rattle 
(also shown assembled above right) he is making.  Al-
so shown are the hippo rattles he has been making for 
the toy giveaway.  These focus more on the youngest 
range of kids to which we give toys. 

David Blough (above) made a 
recipe box with delicate hand 
cut dovetails. 



In the June Furniture SIG, the construction of the Kenov-inspired cabinet 
continued.  Herb Fuller demonstrated how he put he top of the cabinet 
together.  The top is held on with sliding dovetails which are cut with a 
router riding on a template shown above left.  The shelf is held with tenon 
on the ends of the shelf that mate to dados in the sides of the cabinet 
(above center).  The dados are cut similarly to the top dovetails with a 
router guided by a plywood template shown above middle.  Finally, the 
cabinet can be dry fitted with the top sliding on to the sides (above right).  
Clamps hold the bottom together during fitting.  The dovetails on the top 
will hold the top solidly. 
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The members of the June Novice SIG, 
are pictured in the left photo (not in-
cluding Andi Brewer who took the pho-
tos). Gerry Holmquist showed how to 
make bridal joints and mortise and ten-
on joints which are critical to making 
furniture. 

Bob Prichard held a special Lathe SIG, in June to show how he makes special pens that he can’t do on the lathe.  (He 
and Judy mostly use the lathe for pens.)  Bob started by explaining how the lathe does “turning.”  The lathe has an “A” 
axis which can rotate to any angle, but the spinning lathe spindle does all the cutting (middle photo above).  A spiral 
cut (upper right photo) is made with a special beading bit that is run along the length of the pen while the lathe turns 
the pen (middle photo).  A brick work pen is cut by first making the blank round then with an 1/8” end mill, each “brick is 
cut flat, then the pen rotated by 45° and the next brick is cut.  When the eight flats of one “course” of bricks are done, 
the lathe steps horizontally to the next course and repeats down the length of the blank.  It is fascinating to watch. 
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Toy Time 

The June Toy Workshop at Woodcraft was attended by 12 SAW members.  As you might 
remember in May we were cutting out rocking horses, using most of the available equip-
ment.  Thirteen rocking horses were assembled by the group in June (photo below right). 
David Chin completed one rocking horse in advanced of the day with some modification.  
It was presented with a thank-you card to Rebecca Hendricks, manager of AURA HARD-
WOODS (see picture at right). She was very appreciative of the gift I presented as she 
has three young grandchildren who will love the rocking horse.  And of course Andy Volk 
and crew worked on the fishing game (bottom row of photos). 

So in July, we are asking all Toy Workshop participants to bring in any toy project they are 
working on, or wish to work on.   Andy Volk will be there with his FISHING GAME. This will 
be a sharing and educational session.  So be prepared to learn something interesting about 
toys you may want to build in the future. 

I also want to thank the Foothill Wood Turners for their generous gift of spinning tops.  
These wonderful tops will go to the Salvation Army toy drive in December. SAW is grateful 
to your organization for your kindness in creating these toys for the children at Christmas. 

Remember you get a 10% discount at Woodcraft for attending the Toy Workshop.  So 
please come join us this month on July 17

th
 at Sacramento Woodcraft.  And thanks again to 

Woodcraft for hosting us 
in 2019.  Without them, 
this couldn't be done. 

ANDI Brewer 

Judy (above and below) explaining 
rocking horse assembly 

The Toy Workshop crew works on marking out, cutting, and sanding parts for over a 
dozen rocking horses that will assembled in June. 

Andy Volk (above) worked 
in a corner on his fishing 
game project. 

“— 

Sacramento Area Woodworkers (SAW) wants to thank the Foothill Wood Turners for your generous gift of tops.  These wonderful 
tops will go to the Salvation Army toy drive that we participate in each December. We are grateful to your organization for your kind-
ness in creating these toys which may even change of life of a child at Christmas. 

Sincerely, 

ANDI Brewer 

SAW Toy Chairman 

13 Completed rocking horses13 Completed rocking horses  



PO Box 661121 
Sacramento, CA 95866-1121 

www.sacramentoareawoodworkers.com 

 2477 MERCANTILE DR. 
RANCHO CORDOVA, CA 
 

FOR ALL YOUR LUMBER 
AND PLYWOOD NEEDS 

 

Mon-Fri: 8:00 - 4:30 
Sat: 9:00 - 1:00 (916) 638-7800 

http://www.aurahardwoods.com/
http://www.woodcraft.com/

